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Compilation, Selection and Quality Assurance of American
Postgraduate Textbooks

ZHOU Wenhui'? LIANG Xiaolu'
(1. Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081;
2. Journal of Academic Degree & Graduate Education, Beijing 100081 )

Abstract: Postgraduate textbooks are the fundamental basis for teachers to teach and students to learn in the
process of postgraduate course teaching, and their quality determines the quality of postgraduate teaching, which in
turn affects the quality of postgraduate training. Senior teachers in colleges and universities are the main body of
textbook compilation and selection for postgraduates in the United States. Textbook publishers, college teaching and
learning centers and project plans assist first—time college teachers in the compilation and selection of textbooks. In
the process of compiling and selecting postgraduate textbooks, four factors, including teacher appointment,
curriculum development, teaching evaluation and institutional regulations, ensure the academic quality of American
postgraduate textbooks. Based on this, combined with the current practice of postgraduate textbook construction in
China, a system for the compilation, management and use of postgraduate textbooks for colleges and universities that
reflect the characteristics of higher education in China should be established and improved; Colleges and
universities coordinate the construction of postgraduate textbooks and ensure that postgraduate textbooks are
politically and academically related; improve teachers’ teaching quality and give full play to teachers’ autonomy in
selecting postgraduate textbooks; implement the work of incorporating teachers’ participation in postgraduate
textbook construction into the teacher assessment and evaluation system; pay attention to the guiding role of
institutional norms and strictly control the quality of postgraduate textbooks.

Key words: the United States; postgraduate education; textbook compilation; textbook selection; textbook

quality assurance
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