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Abstract: This article presents the thoughts and views of the author as a senior textbook writer on college English
coursebook compilation. It first deals with the guiding principles for textbook writing and their theoretical bases then
elaborates the process of textbook compiling step by step and further brings up four salient points of concemn to
editors i.e. appropriate editor qualifications material selection word repetition rates and exercise compilation.
Finally the article expounds on the authors reflections and expectations about the coursebook compilation. It
highlights the importance of editing creatively and sticking to what you think is right accentuates the roles of lexical
chunks collocations and usage and proposes that the FLT theory and system in line with the situation of our country
be developed soon still better quality coursebooks be compiled textbook writers go professionalized and credible
textbook evaluation platforms be established.

Key words: college English coursebook compilation; guiding principles for editing; editor qualifications; lexical
chunks; collocations
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