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Promoting a New Eco-system for Foreign Language
Education

SHU Dingfang Shanghai International Studies University

Abstract: Foreign language education is an eco-system which consists of a number of subsystems
involving people and agencies or institutions. Government agencies play an important part in the eco-
system by making policy decisions, allocating resources and making evaluations, etc. Social
institutions, such as research institutes, publishers, testing services, etc., provide important services
and resources vital to the workings of the whole system. Schools are pivotal in the system in that
they shape the quality of foreign language education by linking government policies, social
institutions and classroom teaching with teachers, students and their parents. In the school, the
vision, devotion, teaching and management skills of the principals, head teachers and foreign
language teachers are critical in helping students achieve their goals. The most important part of the
system 1is students. Their aptitudes, motivations and investment and their interactions with the
teachers, peers and other environmental factors determine the ultimate outcome of the whole eco-
system and thus affect the future functioning of the system.
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