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(RfEHE: FED

Learner-centered English Textbooks: Characteristics, Representations, and Implications

(Guo Baoxian
(College of Teacher Education, Fast China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract; As learning materials, English textbooks are supposed to cultivate learners’ autonomy, be
learner friendly and meet learners’ cognitive and affective needs by reinforcing discourse functions and
interperscnal functions of meta-discourses in the textbocks. Based on the elaboration of the above
characteristics of learner-centered textbocks, this paper analyzes the ways these characteristics are
demonstrated in five sets of English textbooks for general senior high school in China and South Korea. It
is suggested that textbocks improve their characteristics of learner-centeredness by adopting the
following strategies: to reinforce the integrity and alignment of the objectives and content in the unit so
that the students can have clear learning expectations; to provide diversified content to promote the
cohesion of learning in and out of class; to show the connections between the contents clearly to make
students’ knowledge more structured; and to improve the meta-discourse and compiling logic to facilitate
students’ engagement and deep learning.

Key words: English textbooks for general senior high school; learner-centered; compilation charac-

teristics
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