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An interview with Professor Wen Qiufang as the “National
Outstanding Person in Textbook Construction” in the First

National Textbook Construction Awards
XIE Biyan & WEN Qiufang 23

Abstract: Professor Wen Qiufang was awarded the “National Outstanding Person in Textbook
Construction” in the First National Textbook Construction Awards. In an interview with Professor Wen, topics
on current policies and standards, concepts and suggestions of foreign language textbook compiling were well
exemplified. The interview also gave advices about the development of textbook compiling teams and the use
of textbooks for teachers. Pointing out that foreign language textbooks should serve the fundamental task of
fostering virtue through education, integrate language education with moral education, and embed systematic
concepts throughout textbook compiling, in this interview Professor Wen called for textbook compiling teams to
adhere to the principle of “the elders teaching, helping, and leading to impart their knowledge, skills and wisdom
to the young and help them forward”, and teachers to combine teaching goals with study, reflection and research,
so as to improve the effect of the use of textbooks.

Keywords: National Textbook Construction Awards; foreign language textbooks; concepts of textbook

compiling; textbook compiling teams; the use of textbooks

An interview with Professor Chen Lin as the “National
Outstanding Person in Textbook Construction” in the First

National Textbook Construction Awards
ZHANG Lixin & CHEN Lin 29

Abstract: Professor Chen Lin was awarded the “National Outstanding Person in Textbook Construction”
in the First National Textbook Construction Awards for his devotion to having compiled many classic textbooks
for foreign language education. In an interview with Professor Chen, he talks about a series of issues, including
the role of the National Textbook Construction Awards in promoting textbook construction and research, the
important achievements made in the reform of China’s foreign language education in recent years, the criteria
for judging excellent textbooks, the significance of core competencies in the High School English Curriculum
Standards (2017 edition), his foreign language teaching experience and ideas reflected in the award-winning
textbook New Standard English compiled by him, the development and changes of foreign language teaching
theory and practice since the 21st century. He also gives his suggestions on China’s future foreign language
teaching practice.

Keywords: National Textbook Construction Awards; textbook construction; excellent textbook; foreign

language teaching theory and practice
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