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Abstract: Teaching materials are an important medium to develop cross-cultural communicative competence. In recent years,

VN3

textbook compilation has been included in the top-level planning of education in China. Based on Risager’s (2018) theoreti-
cal framework of cultural representation of foreign language textbooks, the present study examines how cultures are represented
in China’ s secondary school French language textbooks under the context of the new French Curriculum Standards for Ordinary
High Schools. 1Tt is found that the observed French language textbooks represent the culture of the target language, as well as
Chinese culture and a repertoire of world cultures, and that more implicit cultural representation is substantiated in the subse-
quent exercises or after-class tasks through multimodal texts. Based on the findings, this study discusses how secondary school
French language textbooks should balance and optimize the representations of different cultures, and also puts forward sugges-
tions for future textbook compilation.
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