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Abstract: This study examines image-text relations and the effect of images in textbooks from the se—
miotic perspective. Two most widely used German textbooks in Japan Start fre! and Szenen are
selected for the study. It is found that both textbooks cover all three types of image-text semiotic rela—
tions among which the denotational/pedagogic relation is the most prevalent one followed by the
denotational relation and the denotational/pedagogic/linguistic relation is the least prevalent one. It is
thus shown that images can serve a variety of functions. Suggestions are also made for the develop—
ment of textbooks. Satisfying the denotational relation is the minimum standard and images should

be chosen or designed carefully. The denotational/pedagogic/linguistic relation is the best solution
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and thus simultaneous input of linguistic and cultural contents should be carried out as much as possi—
ble. The denotational/pedagogic relation is the most practical and images’ function of facilitating
students’ cultural learning should be given full play.
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