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A Comparison of the Cultural Representation of College
English Textbooks in China and Abroad

Zhang Peng
(College of English, Dalian University, Dalian 116622, China)

Taking Risager’s cultural representation method of language textbooks as the theoretical framework, this paper selects the
first three dimensions, namely national studies, citizenship education studies, and cultural studies, and uses the content analysis
method to compare and analyze the cultural representation of English textbooks in China and abroad, and finds that: 1) both do-
mestic and foreign textbooks attach importance to international culture and native culture, and the number of “mentioned in pas-
sing” and “indirect” in representation is basically the same, and the number of “explicit” is slightly lower than the latter; 2)
Both domestic and foreign textbooks basically present the main issues of common concern to mankind, but their distribution and
presentation need to be more balanced and in-depth; 3) All the textbooks present diverse cultural and social identities, but are
still not systematic and comprehensive enough in terms of gender, religion, race, ethnicity, etc. Finally, some suggestions for
domestic college English textbook writers are put forward. It is suggested to expand the coverage and proportion of international
culture continuously, with special emphasis on international organizations and countries along the Belt and Road; to broaden the
scope of attention to key issues in the world, such as increasing more successful cases of China’s poverty alleviation, expanding
historical themes, involving more topics of fairness and justice, etc.; to explore the in-depth cultural and social identities, such as
breaking the stereotypes of social identities between men and women, expanding the introduction of the world’s major religions and
the diversity of racism, integrating the culture of ethnic minorities of China, etc.
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