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The Story Telling and Spiritual Communication in the Compilation of

Chinese Culture Textbooks for Foreigners
YU Xiaozhi

Abstract: The purpose of compiling Chinese textbooks for foreigners is to introduce Chinese
cultural knowledge to foreign learners and to increase intercultural communication competence of
foreign learners, and the purpose is also to renew cultural consciousness of foreign learners by the
influence of Chinese culture. Ultimately, the goal is to foster foreign learners’ comprehension,
adaptation, and recognition of Chinese culture. In order to achieve the aim, the authors of
cultural textbooks must carefully curate the most compelling and appropriate material from the
rich tapestry of Chinese culture. Additionally, the manner in which this content is presented
must adhere to the fundamental principles of cross-cultural communication and cross-cultural
acceptance, while also being efficacious. Narratives are widely regarded as the most prevalent
medium of expression, particularly for foreign learners. They are deemed to be the most accessible
means of comprehending and assimilating cultural information, as they are imbued with a plethora
of cultural connotations. Therefore, the compilation of Chinese culture textbooks should uphold
the compilation concept of Chinese culture contributing to the world and Chinese wisdom being
shared with the world. Chinese culture textbooks for foreigners should tell these kind of Chinese
stories which are full of Chinese spirit and Chinese wisdom; which from showing the cultural card to
conveying the cultural connotation; which are full of true feelings and can eliciting empathy; which
are about where did China come from and where China will go.

Key Words: cultural textbooks; stories of China, Chinese culture; Chinese wisdom; foreign learners
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