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English Abstracts of Major Papers

Remembrance of the First National Conference on Translation Theory

[ Abstract] The author reviews his experience of attending the First National Conference on Translation Theory in 1987, describes the
background, content and characteristics of the conference in documentary style, and expounds its significance and influence on contem-
porary translation studies in China.

[ Key words | translation studies; translation theory; the First National Conference on Translation Theory; the Translators Association

of China

Chinese-English Translation Textbooks in China: Development & Prospect
[ Abstract ] There are 395 Chinese-English translation textbooks published in China from 1979 on, comprised of 136 uni-direction ordi-
nary ones, 147 bi-direction ordinary ones, and 112 area-based ones. Historically the development of Chinese-English translation text-
books can be divided into three periods: germination, growth and booming. Eight theories from contrastive linguistics to translation the-
ory are chosen to compile textbooks, and six types of “binding thread” from “skill” to “multi-factors” are used. Finally ten solutions
are suggested to improve textbook making in the future.

[ Key words | Chinese-English translation textbook; development; prospect

On Deng Zhenglai’ s Translation in Social Sciences

[ Abstract] As a translator and researcher, Deng Zhenglai’ s academic translation covers a variety of social sciences, such as jurispru-
dence, anthropology, constitutionalism, economics, politics and sociology, etc. His research-based translation thought and standard of
following the academic theoretical context have developed a school of his own in the academic translation field. Deng Zhenglai’ s trans-
lation practice of social sciences centered on the jurisprudence translation has set a typical example for academic translation. The re-
search into his academic translation thought and practice provides much revelation not only to the jurisprudence but also to other social
sciences translation and studies.

[ Key words | Deng Zhenglai; jurisprudence translation; research-based translation; theoretical context;multidisciplinary translation

To Construct the National Power of Discourse:
The Translation of Chinese Literature in the Past Seven Decades

[ Abstract] It has been seven decades ever since the launch of Chinese Literature as a periodical carrying English translations of Chi-
nese literature for the international readership in 1951. This outbound translation activity, as part of the national translating practice,
bore the responsibility to convey the national will, image and ideology of the People’ s Republic of China and was marked with charac-
teristics of the time. Under the circumstance of the Cold War, the Chinese government had but to construct its own national power of
discourse by means of the national translating activity. This national endeavor has opened up new arenas for translation studies with
Chinese insights and solutions. Moreover, for those nations which would aspire to maintain their own national and ethnic identities in
inter-cultural communications, this experience also shed lights on how to construct their own power of discourse, how to engage in equal
communication, as well as how to enhance world literature.

[ Key words | the translation of Chinese literature; seven decades; national power of discourse



