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Research on the Value Orientations Reflected in College English Textbooks in China

WANG Jian',SONG Yan?
(1. Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China;

2. Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: The value orientations reflected in College English syllabuses and textbooks in different stages in China are
differential. Based on the variations in Value Orientations of Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, this paper selected five sets of
influential College English textbooks in China as the research object and objectively demonstrates the value orientations
and developmental features behind the selection of College English textbooks. The paper found that the value orientations
behind College English textbooks choice have evolved from English only being a linguistic tool to the unity of
instrumentalism and humanism in College English. With the implementation of the policy that teaching materials are the
embodiment of national will, the values embedded in College English textbooks are also characterized by the prevailing of
mainstream core values from the coexistence of multiple values. The comparative analysis of the value orientations behind
College English textbooks provides valuable experience to further compile and revise College English textbooks in China
which is imperative.
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