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Investigation into Chinese Foreign Language Teachers’ Perception and
Formation of Quality Teaching Materials
Li Yu-qi
(School of English and International Studies, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)

This study delves into the intricate process of how teachers perceive and evaluate teaching materials, while also examining
the sociocultural factors that mediate their cognitive perspectives. Employing a qualitative methodology, the research engaged in
semi-structured interviews with 45 college English teachers representing seven major geographical regions across the nation. The
findings illuminated that teachers place paramount importance on the practical utility of teaching materials, encompassing both the
core content and supplementary resources. Furthermore, teachers demonstrated a holistic approach by considering the enduring
impacts as well as the immediate outcomes of utilizing these materials in their teaching practices. Moreover, the study revealed
that teachers actively scrutinize the underlying educational philosophies embedded within the materials, reflecting a deep engage-
ment with pedagogical principles. While aspects such as the reputation and physical attributes of teaching materials were acknow-
ledged, they were not as prominently discussed as other dimensions, indicating a nuanced prioritization by educators. Notably,
the dimensions identified in the study closely align with the researchers investigative focus, offering a comprehensive understan-
ding of teachers’ cognitive processes in evaluating teaching materials. Additionally, the study underscored that teachers’ percep-
tions of good teaching materials were mediated by mediational means(others, cultural artifacts, cultural concepts) , subject fac-
tors ( teaching experience, educational background, experience of participating in academic activities ) , and rules ( policies and
decision-making on textbook selection, curriculum, and syllabus, class hours). Overall, this research significantly contributes to
the advancement of indigenous teaching material research theories by providing empirical insights into the intricate interplay be-
tween teachers’ perceptions and sociocultural influences. By offering valuable data references, the study enriches the discourse on

teachers’ cognition of teaching materials, thereby informing future research and pedagogical practices in the field of education.
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