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Abstracts of Key Papers in Current Issue

On Underlying Concepts and Research Methods of Confrontation Discourse by WEI Naixing
& ZHANG Yu, p.1

Complicated contradictions and conflicts in international geopolitical field have projected into international
discourse exchanges, giving rise to a novel frequently occurring mode of discourse —confrontation discourse. This
article sets out to systematically review the concepts of “contradiction” in philosophy before exploring defining features
of confrontation discourse and its empirical research methods. The analysis indicates that Mao Zedong’s view on
antagonistic contradiction serves as the most important and direct conceptual basis for confrontation discourse at
present, while Wittgenstein’s language game theory can provide analytical instruments for confrontation discourse
studies. The article then discusses the significant characteristics of confrontation discourse on the dimensions of
discourse rationale, target audience, discourse mode, discourse strategy and evaluative criteria, in an attempt to spell
out the features of attack—and—defence, gaming and battling of each side of the confrontation. Methodologically, the
article proposes an approach combining corpus—based method and Al technology, underscoring the importance of
synergy of total data accountability and meaning construal in local contexts.

Key words: contradiction, confrontation discourse, language game theory, discourse mode, total data accountability,

local context

A Critical Analysis and Prospect of Empirical Research Methods in Foreign Language Textbook
Use by XU Jinfen, p.50

This paper first provides an overview of empirical research methods, including the classification of such methods,
their respective characteristics, and their applicable scopes. Using a scoping review approach, it retrieves and screens
out recent journal articles on empirical research of foreign language textbook use from SSCI and CSSCI sources. The
evaluation reveals that both domestic and international studies primarily rely on qualitative research, with mixed —
methods research ranking second internationally and quantitative research second domestically. Mixed—methods research
has gradually increased in recent years. The paper further selects two cases for detailed analysis of the research
methods employed, data collection and analysis processes, research results, and their implications for teaching practice,
providing references for subsequent research. Finally, the paper points out the deficiencies in current empirical research
methods for foreign language texthook use and proposes corresponding improvement measures. It also forecasts future
research trends, aiming to guide the direction of follow—up research and promote the in—depth development of research
on foreign language textbook use.

Key words: foreign language textbook use, quantitative research, qualitative research, mixed—methods research, case
analysis

Phonological Coherence and Poetry Translation from English into Chinese by WANG
Dongfeng, p.67

The obvious repetitive relationship between sounds forms a coherent effect. This kind of textual phenomenon is
typically seen in poetry, such as the repetition of syllables at the end of the lines, as well as the regular repetition of
unaccented and accented, short and long, and ping and ze syllables in each line, hence constructing the thyme and
rhythm, or the musicality of poetry. This paper analyzes the phonological coherence mechanism in English poetry
and points out that the best way to reproduce the musicality of the original poem in translation is to reproduce the
phonological coherence pattern of the original poem in the target language as close as possible. For the coherence
pattern of thyme construction by syllabic repetition in the original, the translator should also adopt the same language
strategy, and for that of rhythm construction utilizing unaccented and accented syllables, the translation method can
be “ping—ze for unaccented—accented”. Only in this way can the meter of the original poem be reflected in an optimal
way in translation.

Key words: poetry translation, phonological coherence, syllable, musicality



