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Reviewing research on foreign language textbooks in China over the
past thirty years. retrospection and prospect

HE Jian-you' *
(1. School of English and International Studies,Beijing Foreign Studies University,Beijing 100089, China;
2. School of Foreign Languages,Hanjiang Normal University , Shiyan,Hubei 442000, China)

Abstract Building on the analysis of the 258 papers published on CSSCI journals and 24 doctoral dissertations in CNKI, the
current study looked back on the research into foreign language textbooks in China over the past three decades It is found that do-
mestic studies on foreign language textbooks principally adopted qualitative and quantitative as well as mixed methods, the
themes of which include compiling and design, content, evaluation, application, historical development, recommendation of text-
books as well as its relationship with teacher development. The developing trend can be characterized by thematic elaboration,
theoretical systematization,indigenous orientation and methodological pluralization. Prospective studies on foreign language text-
books are suggested to strengthen cross—sectional comparison with oversea textbooks and diachronic research into the historical
teaching materials. In the meantime, scholarly endeavors should also be directed to the balancing and interconnection of different

educational stage,added with striving for the construction of blended and all-encompassing textbooks in the post—pandemic era.

Keywords foreign language textbooks ;research theme ;research approach ;retrospection ; prospect
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