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“Understand—interpret—produce”: The framework and
practice of designing the MOOC for Understanding
Contemporary China: German Public Speaking
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Abstract: Based on practical needs of using the textbook Understanding Contemporary
China: German Public Speaking and the requirements for cultivating international
communication talents, the compiler team of the textbook has developed a supporting
MOOC to enhance learners’ discourse competence, which includes text competence,
social/cultural competence, strategic competence, and intercultural awareness. This paper
begins by addressing the challenges encountered in using the textbook, and then discusses

the design concept and the course structure of the MOOC. It proposes a framework for
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MOOC design: understand — interpret — produce, and analyses the effectiveness of the
MOOC based on practical cases from three perspectives: teachers, students, and courses,
aiming to provide a reference for developing similar MOOC:s.

Keywords: Understanding Contemporary China; German public speaking; MOOC;

China’s stories; international communication
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