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Understanding Contemporary China: A Reading and Writing Course

Sun Shuguang University of Science and Technology Beijing

Qi Taoyun Beijing International Studies University

Abstract: This study examines the pedagogical challenges and coping strategies in using
Understanding Contemporary China: A Reading and Writing Course, drawing from
qualitative data such as teaching materials, classroom recordings, and reflective journals
from both the teacher and students. The challenges include students’ insufficient
understanding of course objectives, their inability to effectively tell China’s stories in
English, and the lack of real-world relevance in their storytelling. To address these

challenges, the teacher implemented three key strategies: guiding students on course
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objectives and leading them into the unit by using real-world scenarios, prioritizing
comprehension before production, and boosting confidence and writing skills through
teacher-student collaborative assessment. The study concludes with an evaluation of the
effectiveness of these strategies.

Keywords: Understanding Contemporary China: A Reading and Writing Course;

teaching materials use; strategies for using teaching materials; teacher’s perspective
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For instance, the National People’s Congress system is a good embodiment of the
people’s democracy in the whole process. Through the NPC system, the China’s whole-
process people’s democracy can be better realized. In my opinion, adhering to the
leadership of the Party and taking the people as the center can better realize the China’s

whole-process people’s democracy.
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APIAET (20%, 50%. 75%. 90%), it fEL P24 HPFE O, 24
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1. What is China’s political system like?
2. What attitudes should we take towards different political systems in the world?
3. Why does blindly copying not work in China?

4. Why shouldn’t we judge others based on one’s own realities?

re MO R & A Bk . — PR HULIE B A, B2 A fE 4020 B 2L
fiti b, did DK TR FIE G S — PG B RN AR SR s R BRE R
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HAS 1; Democracy in the Party-led system involves absorbing public opinion via
feedback mechanisms, such as polling to discern what people think, for example, about
proposed new policies — a process that the Party calls “pooling people’s wisdom”.

£ 2 The number of people involved in democratic elections is a problem that
can be resolved by allowing citizens to exercise their rights through voting for their
deputies, which is an important aspect of whole-process people’s democracy.

FEZA 3. Imagine that you are admitted to college, but the tuition is too expensive
for you. As a Chinese citizen, you can report such trouble to local NPC deputies through

email or by communicating face-to-face ...
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