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Developing College English textbook input materials
with an international communication orientation

Hu Jiehui; Li Jingnan

University of Electronic Science and Technology of China

Abstract: Input materials serve as a crucial carrier for implementing textbook
development concepts and educational goals. However, existing research on College
English textbooks has paid little attention to the conceptual frameworks and practical
strategies underlying the development of input materials with an international

communication orientation (ICO). Based on the compilation practice of Understanding
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Contemporary China: College English, this study explores the elements of the textbook
input material development system and their interrelationships. Specifically, it analyzes
how the ICO English teaching philosophy translates into practices in textbook input
material selection, adaptation, and optimization. Guided by three key strategies—
contextualization of macro-narratives, personalization of narrative perspective, and
adaptation of narrative goals—the narrative reconstruction in this textbook achieves an
innovative transformation of documentary discourse into input materials and of Chinese
experience into globally accessible language. The findings carry theoretical and practical
implications for effective textbook input material compilation and utilization.

Keywords: Understanding Contemporary China; international communication; input

materials; textbook development; practical strategies
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