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Principles and practice of CLIL College English textbook
development for New Agricultural Sciences
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Abstract: College English education is increasingly expected to support China’ s “Four
New Disciplines” Initiative by serving national development goals and supporting
disciplinary development. In response to the needs of building China into a leading country
in agriculture, agricultural universities and colleges across the country are accelerating the
cultivation of talents in New Agricultural Sciences and establishing an education system
for “agriculture, rural areas, and farmers”. Under the new circumstances, College English
for New Agricultural Sciences was developed as a Content and Language Integrated
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Learning (CLIL) textbook for agricultural science students. Organized around key themes
such as food security, ecological civilization, smart agriculture, nutrition and health, and
rural development, the textbook operationalizes the 4Cs framework through an eight-
module unit structure that addresses common issues in existing teaching materials, such as
the insufficient integration of content and language, weak linguistic scaffolding, and task
contexts detached from real-world scenarios. It aims to cultivate a new generation of
agricultural and forestry professionals who possess both a passion for and understanding of
agriculture, as well as cultural confidence and a global perspective, thereby contributing to
China’s international agricultural communication and cooperation while further enhancing
its global discourse power. Meanwhile, this study offers a practical model for CLIL-
informed EFL materials development in the New Agricultural Sciences context.

Keywords: New Agriculture Sciences; CLIL; textbook development; College English;
“Four New Disciplines” Initiative
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FIE) B A BERBAEGIMEECE 5T AT RIR B, HiEEYE5
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